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TO THE STUDENTS

have made use of the student world for their purpose. This was
probably inevitable when the purpose of education was to createf
a race of slaves who would hug their slavery. That part of the
business is over, I hope. The students' first business is to think
out the education that the children of a free nation should re-
ceive. The education of today is obviously not such. I must
not go into the question as to what it should be. Only they must
not allow themselves to be deceived into the belief that it is the
function only of the elders in the university senates. They must
stimulate the faculty of thinking. I do not even remotely sug-
gest that the students can force the situation by strikes and the
like. They have to create public opinion by offering construc-
tive and enlightened criticism. The senators having been brought
up in the old school are slow to move. They can truly be acted
upon by enlightenment.
"Today, the majority of students are not interesting themselves
in national service. Many of them are cultivating what they consider
4 fashionable' western habits, and more and more students are resorting
to bad habits like drinking etc. There is little efficiency and little desire
for independent thinking. We want to tackle all these problems, and
build up character, discipline and efficiency in youth. How do you
think we can do it ? "
This deals with the present distemper. It will disappear
when a calm atmosphere is produced, when the students cease
to be agitators and take to sober studies. A student's life has
been rightly likened to the life of a sannyasi. He must be the
embodiment of simple living and high thinking. He must
be discipline incarnate. His pleasure is derived from his studies.
They do provide real pleasure when study ceases to be a tax
the student has to pay. What can be a greater pleasure than
that a student marches from knowledges to more knowledge ?
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